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Louisiana State Arts Council:  
Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, July 18, 2023
Evangeline Theater, New Iberia, Louisiana
Members Present: Vice-Chair Gene Meneray, Sean Ardoin, Margie Camardelle, Connie Castille, Jonathan Foret, Nydia Freedman, Dirk Guidry, Brook Hanemann, Kelsea McCrary, Henry Price, Olivia Regard, Ron Rona,  Claire Schultz, Ed “Tiger” Verdin, Richard Williams

Absent: Silas Cooper, Darden Gladney, Mary Lee, Brandon Lewis, Kristin Sanders (ex officio), 
LDOA Staff Present: Erica Anderson, April Baham, Susannah Johannsen, Maida Owen, Leea Russell, Alora Thompson, Francesca Vega

I. Call to Order and Welcome:
Meeting was called to order at 11:01 am by Vice Chair Gene Meneray. 
II. Pledge of Allegiance:
III. Roll Call:
IV. Welcome: 
Mayor DeCourt, New Iberia, Louisiana
V. Approval of Minutes:
Motion by Mr. Price to approve the January 17, 2023 minutes, seconded by Mr. Ardoin. 
Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 15-0 

Abstain – 0
Motion by Mr. Price to approve the April 18, 2023 minutes, seconded by Mrs. Regard. 
Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 15-0 

Abstain – 0
VI. Approval of Revised By-Laws:
Motion by Mr. Williams to approved the new and revised By-Laws, seconded by Mr. Verdin. 
Discussion – none 

Motion carried, 15-0 

Abstain – 0
VII. Reports:
Executive Director Report by Susannah Johansen.  Mrs. Johannsen reported on the budget for FY23, which just ended June 30, 2023.  She mentioned that she was in the process of working on the budget for FY25.  Mrs. Johannsen told the Council members that the Strategic Plan contract was still under review and that would kick off later this year.  She encouraged all members to attend as many meetings as possible and she would share that information with them once it was available.  The next meeting will be in October 5th at the Arts Summit in Baton Rouge.  
NASAA Report by Vice Chair Gene Meneray.  Mr. Meneray encouraged all LSAC members to sign up for NASAA emails.  He stated that there are lots of helpful webinars on a multitude of topics led by national experts.  Mr. Meneray stated that the NASAA Nominations Committee have been reaching out to all of the state’s and territory’s Executive Directors for input.  The NEA is currently facing a 10% reduction to their budget, which will affect Louisiana in additional to all states and territories.  40% of NEA’s budget goes out to states and territories. Mr. Meneray encouraged all LSAC members to reach out to their Congressional Representatives and Senators, especially if they live outside of the Democrat district surrounding New Orleans.  
Louisiana Partnership for the Arts Report by Brook Hanemann. Mrs. Hanemann reported that Mr. Sam Oliver has rolled off as Chair and Mrs. Renee Chatelain has taken over that position.  The board is currently working to nominate additional board members. The new Louisiana Arts License plate design was shared with the members and was well received.  There will be more to come about the launching of this endeavor.  Mrs. Hanemann also mentioned that she and Mrs. Johannsen will be traveling to Atlanta next week to attend the Southern Advocacy Group meeting.  This is the first in person meeting for all of the advocacy organizations in the South Arts region.  
Louisiana Division of the Arts staff provided programmatic updates for Arts Education, Percent for the Arts, and Folklife.
VIII. Public Comment
None 

IX.  Meeting Adjournment
Mr. Jonathan Foret motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mrs. Kelsea McCrary seconded.  Motion carried 15-0.  Meeting adjourned at 12:54 pm.  
Everyone was invited to go next door to the Tech Museum.  The gracious staff opened the Museum especially for the LSAC members to walk through and enjoy.  It is normally closed on Tuesdays.   
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